
Conservancy Purchases Last Parcel of Lake Ivanhoe 

Nature Preserve 
The Geneva Lake Conservancy is pleased to announce 

that it completed the purchase of a 2.4-acre parcel with an 

oak savanna that will be the entrance to its Anglin Family 

Nature Preserve.  

The purchase was completed with a grant from the 

Knowles Nelson Stewardship Fund program and private 

donations from its members.  

“We are excited to complete protection of the final 

property in our Anglin Family Nature Preserve that links 

43 acres owned by the Conservancy with 81 acres owned 

by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources creating a 124-acre nature preserve offering several 

hiking trails near Lake Ivanhoe,” said Don Parker, Conservancy Chair.  

The Anglin Family Nature Preserve, named after one of the founding families of Lake Ivanhoe, was 

dedicated and purchased in 2023. Because much of the land is wetland, the Conservancy will be 

installing a boardwalk into the wetland this summer for viewing wildlife and the lake.  

Lake Ivanhoe was founded in the 1920s by three Chicago businessmen as the first African American 

resort community in Wisconsin. It has a 46-acre lake and many of the streets are named after famous 

African American citizens. A sign at the nature preserve entrance will recognize the community’s 

unique history.  

The property also has important conservation values. Its oak savanna is a landscape that is 

becoming one of the rarest on the planet. In Walworth county, less than 17 percent of the oak 

woodlands, forests and savannas that were present before European settlement remain. In addition, the 

Lake Ivanhoe wetland contains two calcareous fens and a Tamarack Swamp that are habitat for a wide 

range of threatened species.  

“Wetlands and oak savannas are vital to maintaining a healthy and balanced environment. We are 

so pleased to protect these rare landscapes for future generations,” Parker said.  

The Conservancy would like to thank the staff of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ 

Knowles Nelson Program and the Conservancy’s members who donated to this project. 

Banner of Connections is photographed by Hal Jennings in Bromley Woods 
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2025 GENEVA LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN TO BE COMPLETED BY 

JUNE 

    The Conservancy is pleased to report that the new 2025 Update to 

the Geneva Lake Management Plan will be completed by June of 2025 

and ready for public review and comment this summer. 

    This plan is being drafted by the Southeast Regional Planning 

Commission and will be reviewed by the Conservancy, as the lead 

organization involved in the plan, prior to public review. 

    The plan has taken two and a half years to complete and cost $60,000. The Conservancy is paying for 

the plan through a DNR grant and a grant from the Otzen Family Foundation. Research for the plan 

included studies of more than 15 of the lakes tributaries, a near-shore fish study, boat counts, focus 

groups and data collected on the lake from multiple government agencies. Many of these studies were 

funded through private donations and a grant from the Geneva Lake Association. 

    The Water Alliance, led by the Conservancy, will be responsible for implementing the plan 

recommendations with assistance from its partners, including the Geneva Lake Environmental Agency, 

Geneva Lake Association, Walworth County Conservation Office, Wisconsin DNR, U.S. Geological 

Survey and all the municipalities on the lake. 

    The plan is expected to include recommendations on how to better protect our ground water and 

reduce pollutants coming into the lake from tributaries. It will also address invasive species, how to 

better control boat traffic, wake boarding, how to reduce phosphorus levels and prevent future algae 

blooms. In addition, the plan will evaluate different management structures to protect the lake and pay 

for projects as the density and development around the lake continues to grow. New ordinances and an 

evaluation of current land uses and zoning in the lake’s watershed will also be examined. 

    The Conservancy is pleased to have a professional management plan to help preserve Geneva Lake 

for future generations and is looking forward to collaborating with the many organizations caring for the 

lake to improve its water quality, aquatic habitat and recreational uses. 
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JOIN THE CONSERVANCY’S ANNUAL 

MEETING ON JUNE 21 

Join us on June 21 for the Conservancy’s Annual Member 

meeting where we will review our 2024 & 2025 accomplishments, 

present awards to several members and ask for comments and 

questions from the audience.  

The meeting will be held at Celebration on Wells, 422 S Wells 

St. in Lake Geneva, and refreshments will be served. We will be 

celebrating another year of land protection as well as the 

completion of the 2025 Update to the Geneva Lake Management 

Plan.  

The event is free however we ask members to email 

Outreach@GenevaLakeConservancy.org to RSVP.  
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ANNUAL NATIVE PLANT SALE- Making the environment better one yard at a time. 

If you’re looking for a garden that will be successful in attracting and feeding a 

variety of songbirds, butterflies, bees and other beneficial pollinators, then we 

recommend our Native Plant Sale! You can create spaces for eco-friendly plants 

around your garden or fill in early spring bare spots. These plants are seasonal 

and many are tall, which is perfect for adding height and color to your annual 

garden. 

In this pre-order sale, available plants 

will be Pennsylvania Sedge; Pussytoes; Swamp, Butterfly, 

and Whorled Milkweed; White and Cream Wild Indigo; 

Prairie Smoke; Great Blue Lobelia; Downy Wood Mint; Wild 

Strawberry; Wild Geranium; Jacob’s Ladder; and many 

others. Larger kits for wet areas will also be available. 

Smaller kits include flowers such as Pale Purple Coneflower 

and Sweet Black-eyed Susans.  

Plant pick-up will be Friday, May 23 from 9 AM-4 PM at 

the Mill House unless other arrangements are confirmed in 

advance (398 Mill Street, Fontana).  
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Pictured is Baptisia alba or Wild White Indigo, available in the  

Native Plant Sale.  

CONSERVATION@HOME EVENT ON JULY 10 

Mark your calendars for the Conservancy’s Annual 

Conservation@Home open house on July 10th! 

Our hosts for this event, Sue and John Major, are owners of the 

Penwern Estate on Lake Delavan. The Majors have both a formal 

and beautiful native garden. The Penwern estate was designed by 

Frank Lloyd Wright and finished in 1903.  

Conservation@Home is an education and recognition program 

for homeowners to make ecologically-friendly choices in their yard. 

This event includes a tour of the Majors’ garden as well as refreshments catered by Celebration on 

Wells.  

To schedule a Conservation@Home visit, go to GenevaLakeConservancy.org, then “What We Do,” 

then “Programs.”  

Pictured above is the Conservation@Home event in 

2024 in Katie Oglesby’s garden.  

Order online at GenevaLakeConservancy.org before 

May 4th. Click on “What We Do” then “Native Plant Sale.” 

Or scan the QR code here to order:  
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SUMMER FUNDRAISER EVENT 

Join us Friday, September 5th for a beautiful evening on 

the waterfront, delicious dinner by Celebration, silent auction, 

and classical quintet at the home of Mark and Patty 

Aschliman.  

At our summer fundraiser, our guests will hear from an 

expert speaker on climate change from the Nelson Institute for 

Environmental Studies at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison. 
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THE CONSERVANCY WELCOMES TWO NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

    Born in LaGrange and raised in Whitewater, Jeff Olson lived most of his life in 

Walworth County. After graduating from UW-Whitewater summa cum laude with 

double majors in Geography and Economics, he earned a Master’s in GIS & Spatial 

Analysis Methods and a PhD in Geography from Ohio State University. He returned to 

the area as a professor in the Department of Geography, Geology, and Environmental 

Science at UW-Whitewater in 2013. He has been involved in GLC volunteer activities 

at Bromley Woods, the former homestead on his mother’s side of the family.  He 

currently resides in Whitewater with his wife Jessica, two young children, and two fish. 

 John St. Peter has a home in Geneva National and has experience with land 

use zoning, lake districts, and is interested in protecting the Geneva Lake area. 

St. Peter, a senior partner at Dempsey Law, has been practicing law in Fond du Lac 

and throughout East Central Wisconsin for over 40 years. John’s practice emphasizes 

business, municipal, and employment law. John is licensed to practice in the State of 

Wisconsin, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Wisconsin, 

and the Seventh Circuit Federal Court of Appeals. He is a member of the Wisconsin Bar 

Foundation, the State Bar of Wisconsin, the American Bar Association, and numerous 

specialty sections sponsored by these organizations. John also frequently serves as a mediator (covering 

all types of disputes) and as an independent hearing officer in Wisconsin public sector employment 

cases. 

View of the Aschliman’s home in Williams Bay.  

SAVE THE DATE— BIRD FEST & BROMLEY III 

DEDICATION 

Grab your binoculars! The Conservancy is excited to host our fourth 

biennial Bird Fest on Saturday, May 17th at Bromley Woods. Bird 

walks will be held hourly (8 AM-1 PM) and led by members of the 

Lakeland Audubon Society.   

A dedication of the third parcel for Bromley Woods will also take 

place at this event. Following the tours will be a lunch at LaGrange 

Methodist Church up the road, catered by Celebration on Wells. For 

more information, please see our website. We hope you can join us for 

this fun spring tradition! 

Photo credit : Hal Jennings at Bromley Woods 
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Conservation Society—
$10,000 & above 
Dr. Glenn Aldinger & Ms. Mary 
Constable 
Ted & Christine Brownstein 
Suzanne Bucher 
Dr. Laurie & William D. Buss II 
Charles & Diana Colman 
Stephen & Peggy Diamond 
E.C. Styberg Foundation 
Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley 
Foundation 
Geneva Lake Association 
Griffith Family Foundation 
Charles & Jill Haubrich 
Al & Dorothy Hermansen 
LOGOS Charitable Fund 
J. Christopher & Anne N. Reyes 
Foundation 
Keller Family Foundation 
Mr. Jack Rohner 
SBK Stearns Family Foundation 
Wagner-Essman Care 
Foundation 
 

Preservation Society—
$5,000 to $9,999 
Bartlett Tree Experts 
Kevin & Nancy  Brunner 
John & Sarah Cobb 
Brian & Mary Cook 
Tim & Jocelyn Fanning 
T & Kristen Freytag 
Geary Rimmer Vincent Wolf 
Foundation 
Philip & Susan Hagenah 
Steven & Patricia Hall 
Harry & Marie Hostetler 
Baker & Ginny Jenner 
Lake Geneva Garden Club 
Foundation 
Mark & Dawn Marie Licht 
Thomas & Christine Moldauer 
Tom & Donna Neshek 
Thomas & Janet Nickols Jr. 
John & Janis Notz Jr. 
Nina Owen & Michael Belsley 
Donald & Kim Parker 
Lanette Perry 
William Priebe 
Dave & Karen Rappaport 
Keith & Linda Rozolis 
Streblow Custom Boats 
Joan Thompson 
Love, Tito's 
USDA- Racine FSA Office 
Walsh Foundation 
Caroline Wettersten 
 

Stewardship Society—
$1,000 to $4,999 
Adreani Family Foundation 
David & Colleen Anderson 
Jeffrey R. Anderson 
Kristin L. Anderson 
Linda & John Anderson 
Tracy E. Anderson 
Tyler & Nancy Anderson 
Dr. &  Mrs. Mark Aschliman 
John Ashenden 
Alben F. & Clara G. Bates 
Foundation 
David Black 

Dr. Roger & Lynda Bohn 
William & Lisa Brogan 
Mark & Pat Bromley 
Dean L. & Rosemarie Buntrock 
Foundation 
Steven Byers & Nancy 
Williamson 
Daniel & Donna Casey 
Cellmer Neal Foundation Fund 
Lisa Chessare 
Ginny Coburn 
Mary Cooney 
Melanie Coulter 
Edward & Robin Culbertson 
James Dyer 
Egert Law, S.C. 
Fat Tire Ride 
James & Kathy Federighi 
Dan & Liz Fina 
First National Bank And Trust 
Company 
Steve & Julie Fischer 
Fontana Garden Club 
Tony & Barbara Franke 
Judy And John Graff 
Kate Gardiner & Dr. Michael 
Grinn 
Kevin & DeeDee Goggin 
Gordy's Lakefront Marine, Inc. 
Keith & Joanne Gray 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Gray  
William & Jennifer Grunow 
John & Dana Hagenah 
William & Tricia Hagenah 
David & Mary Ellen Hartley 
Hartwig Mechanical, Inc. 
Tom & Sharon Haverstock 
David  Heller 
Thomas Hensing 
Interstate Insurance Group 
Maggie Jahn 
Daniel & Paula Jarzemsky 
Bruce & Gail Johnson 
Cathleen Johnson 
Gary Jouris 
Joanne Kantner 
Gil & Lisa Lynne Kirkpatrick 
Sanja Kirovski 
John & Patty Kivlin 
John Klug 
James & Kathy Koch 
Donalda Kohnke 
Kenneth & Susan Koranda 
Phyllis Kotel 
Clinton Kuzmich 
LUMW Foundation 
Land Trust Alliance 
Mariani Landscape 
Kirsten & Kris Larsen 
Mike & Joana Larson 
Sharon Larson 
Doug & Debra Lellbach 
Mark & Celine Lillie 
Patrick & Jean Lilly 
Kathy Marrero 
Lorraine Martenson 
Richard & Patricia May 
Dan & Penny McGrail 
Becky Merwin 
Duschan & Cindy Milojevic 
Milton R. Brown Family 
Foundation 
Charles & Tara Montgomery 
Robert & Ruth Anne Morava 

Craig & Karen Munter 
David & Nancy Muskat 
Gregory Mutz 
Gene & Charlene Needles 
Milton Neshek 
Richard & Peggy Notebaert 
Frank & Sian Oddo 
Mike & Kay O'Halleran 
J.D. & Carla Olson 
Lindy Oostman 
John O'Regan 
Otzen Family Foundation 
Michele Perlis 
Pool Blu 
Joseph & Tami Pringle 
R & L Spring Company 
Aaron & Yeming Rankin 
Andy & Katie Rauh 
Mary Kay Ring 
Robert & Suzette Rowe 
Gary & Marueen Sagui 
Carole Sandner 
Dean & Mimi Schraufnagel 
John & Michelle Simms 
Susan Steele 
Steivang Family Foundation 
Kathleen & Jordan Stevens 
Kurt Stricker 
Randall & Colette Szczesny 
Chuck & Barbara Taylor 
Tenzer Family Foundation 
Sonette Tippens 
United Way Of Walworth County 
Timothy & Sharon Vantassel 
Peter Vargulich 
Daniel & Patty Walsh 
Waukesha State Bank 
We Energies Foundation 
Carol Wilkinson 
Caroline Williams 
Williams Bay Lions Club 
George & Carol Zimmermann 
 

Benefactor—$500 to $999 
Robert & Sharna Ahern 
Brent Alberts 
Timothy Ames 
Andrew Family Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bennett 
Diane Beu 
Michael Blair 
Maggie Bromley 
Gregory & Amy Brown 
Jeff & Andrea Bucklar 
Ron & Sue Capizzi 
Rick & Lisa Casciaro 
Brigid Cashman 
Robert Chanson 
Jay Cook 
Ruth Cucco 
Mr. & Mrs. William Darley 
Michael & Barbara Dehaan 
Laura Delhey 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Egert 
Tully Family Foundation 
Kevin Frankart 
Peter Franke 
Dr. Inger Gibson and Mr. Craig 
Tomera 
Robert & Eva Grady 
Brian & Sue Griffith 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hannell 
Charles & Prudy Harker 
Jeffrey & Diana Hartnett 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLC Membership by Categories 

For January 1 to December 31, 2024 (new members in green) 

2024  

BY THE 

NUMBERS 
 

3,553  
Acres of land protected  

 

52  
Land protection projects 

completed to date 

 

2,000  
Native plants sold in our 

2024 plant sale 

 

300  
Children participated in 

Helen Rohner Children’s 

Fishing Park classes 

 

46 

Total Healthy Lakes  

gardens planted on  

Geneva Lake to reduce 

phosphorus 

 

260  
Conservation@Home 

visits completed to date 
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Mark & Kristin Hatch 
Elaine Hodgson 
William & Barbara Huck 
Dr. Ryan Hurley 
John A. Miller Family Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson 
John & Sally Joyce 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kelly 
Tammie Ketelsen 
Xavier Keutgen & Lindsay Westphal 
Peter & Mary King 
Terry Kirch 
Robert & Jane Klockars 
Sonja Koenig 
Teresa Koutrik 
Susan Lacerra 
Michael & Denise Leemputte 
Kelly Licht 
Larry & Barb Liebovich 
Richard Livingston 
Amy & Shawn Lovell 
Dr. Steven & Larissa Lyon 
John & Sue Major 
John & Judith McCarter 
Denise Mikula 
Pam Monaco & Franke Brewe 
Patti Murray 
Thomas & Mary Myers 
Andy & Michelle Nickelsen 
Robert & Rita O'Brien 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Ostrowski 
Frank & Linda Paavola 
John & Laura Palmer 
Susan Patterson 
Rob & Mary Petersen 
Peggy Pollitt 
Jennifer Rabe 
Michael And Ruth Ramsey 
Debra Reuter 
John Rigas 
Scott & Dawn Ripkey 
Kim & Randy Roggensack 
John & Dana Rolander 
Dr. Arnold & Kathleen Rosen 
Peter & Pamela Russell 
S. Downey Fund At The Chicago 
Community Foundation 
George & Linda Sargent 
Sandy Schmidt 
Ed & Leslie Schwinn 
Timothy & Jane Sheehan 
Donald & Jane Shepard 
Lawrence & Terry Smith 
Elena Spiegelhoff 
Stonewood Design Group, Inc. 
David & Christi Tersteeg 
JP & Lynn Tucker 
Matthew Turk 
Joseph & Laura Vanek 
Lynnann Vonbergen 
Lisa Weiler 
Scott & Peggy Whitmer 
Nancy Williams 
Ashley Wood 
David Yochum 
 

Protector—$200 to $499 
Anonymous 
Barbara Schuld Adams 
Matt Antoniewicz 
Janice Bain 
William & Lilly Barrett 
Bella Tile And Stone 
Chris Bennett 
Garrett & Kate Berley 
Katie Bjorkman 
Michelle Blink 

Connie Blomquist 
John & Kathie Bollero 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bolz 
Daryl & Geri Braun 
Laura Bulger 
George & Sara Burton-Zick 
Thomas Cashman 
Gwen Clausius 
Doug & Katie Coleman 
Scott & Melissa Corley 
Craig & Nancy Davis 
Rhawn Denniston 
Richard & Michele Dousman 
William & LaVerne Duncan 
Lorilei Dunford 
TD Eckhardt 
Therese Eckhoff 
Rob Elliott 
Kenneth & Diane Etten 
Annie Falkenburger 
Mary Jo Fesenmaier 
Pamela Fisher 
Roger & Wendy Fisher 
Francis J. & Patricia Ann Houlihan 
Foundation 
Jacquelyn Franke 
Linda Franz 
Farrell & Doris Frentress 
William & Maggie Gage 
Thomas & Margaret Gardiner 
Aidan Gaskin 
Stephen & Carolyn Geldermann 
Sarah Gold 
Peggy Greeley 
Francis & Catherine Green 
Pesche's Greenhouse 
John & Ursula Grud 
Alexander Grupp 
Grace Hanny 
James & Janet Happ 
Larry & Kelly Happ 
Kenneth & Toni Harkness 
Kathleen Harrington 
Emma & Nick Heath 
Marilyn Hedberg 
Sarah Henderson 
Gail Hibbard 
Ernest & Karen Hirn 
Robert & Lorraine Holland 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Honquest 
Ken Jacobsen 
Dale & Debra Jacobson 
Jean Jacobson 
Adrianne Marie Jinga 
Aaron & Jodi Karow 
Joseph & Craig Karpfinger 
Michael & Marie Keefe 
Walter Kelly 
James & Roberta Killian 
Terry Kirch 
Jill Kirk & John Darrow 
Ron & Marguerite Klimkowski 
Andy & Lisa Laing 
Charles & Sarah Lamphere 
Joan Lapiana 
Thomas Larimer 
Walter Larkin 
Kris & Kirsten Larsen 
Bill Laughridge 
Margaret Lombardo 
Dennis & Carol Markos 
Lily Maso 
William & Melissa McClayton 
Mark McCloy 
Sheila McNally 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Miller 
Richard & Ginnie Miller 
Jack & Sue Modzelewski 

Sean Montgomery 
Catherine Morava 
Mark Mozuch 
Dennis Munk & Karen Stoneman 
Christine Muse 
Roger Myerson 
John Norfray & Mary Feeney 
Michael & Catherine O'Malley 
Matthew & Julie Patterson 
Arvid Petersen 
Edward Petersen 
Anne Peterson 
Floyd Pochowski 
Patti Purcell 
Jenny Quill 
Robert & Mary Catherine Rauh 
Mark & Natalie Reno 
Lynn Richards 
Jennifer Rubin 
Mary Rybicki 
Luth Sanchez 
Thomas & Susan Santefort 
Mark & Debbie Saran 
Marie-Claude Schauer 
Anton & Mary Beth Schirmang 
Peter & Jane Schwab 
Sherry Shaffer 
Kenneth & Betty Shay 
Toby & Shari Steivang 
Adam Stephan 
Howard Storck 
Theresa Streuli 
Chuck & Sue Thomas 
Tai & Jeremy Thompson 
Gunilla Carlsson Thorn 
Louise Tuma 
Mr. & Mrs. William Turner  
James & Dee Tuschall 
Undercover Canvas LLC 
Van Dyke Family Charitable Trust 
Jennifer Veith 
Frank & Char Voris 
Lisa Vukalcic 
Kathy Walsh 
Frank Whiting 
Jan Williams 
John & Karen Yancey 
Howard Zabler 
 

Steward—$100 to $199 
American Express 
Michael & Claudia Ankenbrandt 
Birches Association 
Glen & Norma Baxa 
Francis & Pru Beidler 
James & Nancy Bell Jr.  
W. J. Bell, Jr 
Ellen Bentsen 
James & Barbara Berti 
Michael & Karen Bettilyon 
Skip & Linda Bliss 
Brick & Mortar Home 
Brian & Linda Carter 
Jim Cerami 
Thomas Cirrincione 
Jessica Cole 
Thomas Conroy 
Amber Cook 
Brenda Dahlfors 
Frank & Melanie Davenport 
Mike & Mary Deutsch 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Dillion 
John & Doris Doerr 
Irma Dorrington 
Evr Drygds 
Elisabeth Farwell 
James & Pat Gee 

Robert & Dana Geldermann 
Dr. Keith & Betty Gibson 
Vicki Gillio 
Richard & Connie Gluth 
Harvard Geneva Lake Club, Inc.  
Kay Hendricks 
Robert & Melissa Herrman 
Dr. Lewis Hobbs 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Holland  
Brad & Charity Huss 
Indian Hills Association 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Iverson 
Richard & Wenel Jais 
Judy Johnson 
Elizabeth Jovanovic 
Robert Kirkland 
Kevin Kirkland 
Ted & Ruth Knorring 
Meredith Kober 
Dr. Britton & Margi Kolar 
Adriane Kramer 
Deborah Kristmann 
Donald & Becky Kuntz 
Lake Geneva Marine Company, Ltd 
Alison Slezak Larkin 
John Latta 
Nancy Lehman 
Gregory & Gail Liebovich 
Marek & Sue Ludwig 
Martha Maddock 
David & Carol Magnuson 
Mark Magnuson 
Nancy Mccarthy 
Jack Mckinney 
Deborah Mecklenburg 
William & Linda Millman 
Fred & Elissa Morgante 
Doris Mosser 
Rex & Nancy Newcomb 
Jeffrey Noll 
Janet Olson 
Michael & Kay O'Malley 
Bradley & Stephanie Parent 
Erika & Mark Parise 
Thomas Paulson 
Greg & Mardi Pennington 
Mr. & Mrs. Baxter Phillip 
James & Gwen Phillip 
JaNelle Powers 
Timothy Ramsey 
Alex Rasch 
Reuter Family Charitable Fund 
John Reynolds 
Eric Ringstad 
Dawn Robertson 
Jill Rodriguez 
Sally Roth 
Terry & Susie Schaid 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Schalk 
Connie & Michael Schmidt 
Christine Scholl 
Richard & Jane Schwab 
Dr. Cynthia Sekowski 
Laura Simpson 
Steve & Cheryl Smith 
Thomas Spellman & Dona Palmer 
Sarah Spellmeyer 
Debra Spotz 
Charles & Janet Strimlan 
Carol Swed 
Jennifer Thompson 
Thorpe & Christian S.C. 
James & Clarice Toynton 
Thomas & Kathy Trimberger 
United Church Of Christ 
Elliott Veith 
Mr. & Mrs. James Vitale 
Mr. & Mrs. Curt Volkmann 
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Mr. & Mrs. James Voss 
Melinda & Ben Waldie 
Charles & Tara Wegner 
Bonnie West 
Jeff Wheatley 
Rosemary White-Traut 
Jeannette Windon 
Robert & Mary Winter 
Wooddale Lakeshore Property Owners 
Association 
Wooddale Beach Corp. 
Paul & Janet Wukasch 
Mark Young 
Robert & Blythe Youngquist 
John & Karla Zils 
 

Naturalist—$99 & Under 
Brett Addams 
Kim Alba 
Romayne Amend 
Stephen & Deborah Amrein 
Ray & Mary Andersen 
Lois Augustson 
Mike Augustson 
Cathy Balsewich 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Barry 
Rhonda Behrens 
Timothy & Marianne Bestler 
Mr. & Mrs. James Birk 
Dennis Boilini 
Kathi Bosworth 
Cathy Bradley 
Franklin Bradley 
Kelly Bryant 
Maryanne Burke 
Douglas & Lenore Cameron 
Joseph Chessare 
Pat Clarke 
Caroline Cunningham 
Karen Darley 
Maureen Darling 
Bryan Dawley 
Christina Dean 
Julia Dibler 
Betsy D'Onofrio 
Julie Egezeino 
Mark & Lesley Felix 
Jon Fiscus 
Marya Flynn 
Chloe Gagnon 
Sally Gerson 
David Gladys 
Jack Graber 
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Granberg 
Amanda Granger 
Jordan & Tiera Gray 
Jennifer Greenwood 
Kathleen Hammer 
Kristin Hannah 
Jamie Hanson 
Joseph & Carol Hays 
Bonnie Heim 
Molly Henry 
Diane Hinzpeter 
Merle Holland 
Katherine Hope 
Karen House 
Janet Huelster 
Nancy Hunsicker 
Susan Ilyin 
Philip Jurik 
Jessica Kadkhodaian 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kahl 
Gayle Kelly 
Nancy Kent 
Don Klopke & Tamara Houk 
Betty Jane Knoth 
Kyle Kobringer 

Kimberly Kopelman 
Lorrie Elizabeth Koppein 
Steven & Lynette Kueltzo 
Karen Kuhl 
Ellen Kuroghlian 
Judith Levin 
Robert Loquercio 
Cathy Loughran 
Williams Lyon 
Josh Madigan 
Sarah Madl 
Jill Maeder 
Jim & Julie Maher 
Steven Maresso 
Suzanne Markus 
Lilan Marunde 
Mr. & Mrs. Daryl Mathews 
George & Patrick McCarten 
Tim McDonald 
Donna McGrath 
Julie McLaughlin 
Pamela Miller 
Emily Mulka 
Alexis Murphy 
Jaden Nickelsen 
Charles Obligato 
Jim O'Lear 
John Olivo 
David Olson 
Jeff & Jess Olson 
Margaret O'Regan 
Elisabeth Partyka 
Rocio Perez 
Mr. & Mrs. David Pezza Jr. 
Suzanne Pfeiffer 
Patricia Phelan 
Deanne Pierson 
Ed Pond 
Raymond Potucek 
Prairie Wind Restoration LLC 
Barb Quasius 
Ann Reilly 
Dr. & Mrs. G. Reuland 
Kelsey Reynolds 
Roger Ridgeley 
Kim Roll-Wallace 
Kimberly Sanborn 
Katherine Sanford 
Gregory & Janis Scharnott 
Shannon Schmidt 
Yvonne Shu 
Joanne Skony 
Bret Smith 
James & Kathleen Smith 
Kevin Smith 
Matthew Smith 
Nancy Smith 
Anamaria Spiteri 
Michael Spread 
Sally St. Peter 
Kelly Sullivan 
Roland & Joy Szkwarek 
Joanne Tallon 
Mark & Judy Thorne 
Helen Tondu 
Susan Uebele 
Mary Vanegeren 
Jill & Wes Wegner 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Whalen 
Linda Wilde 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Willard 
Kristy Winden 
Carol Genz Zajmi 
Brian Zimmerman 
 

 
 

2024 In Kind Donors 

A+ Graphics & Printing 
Abbey Resort 
Abbey Springs 
All For Ewe 
Marc Allen 
Allison Wonderland 
Jody Ames 
Steven Ames 
Anderson Japanese Gardens 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Aschliman 
At The Lake Magazine 
Barrique Bistro & Wine Bar 
Belfry Music Theatre 
Mr. Michael Belsley & Ms. Nina Owen 
Big Foot Theatre 
Black Point Estate And Gardens 
Bluestorm Gear 
Breezy Hill Nursery 
Brown Box Cheesecakes 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Brunner 
Bruno's Liquors 
Burlington Garden Center 
Busy B'S 
C.R. Goodfinds 
Cafe Calamari & Harpoon Willie's 
Candle Merchantile 
Canvas Salon Co.  
Cashmere Compass 
Courtney Castelein 
Celebration On Wells Catering 
Champ's 
Chicago Cubs 
Chiropractic Wellness 
Chuck's Lakeshore Inn 
Classic Cinemas 
Clear Waters Salon Med Spa 
Clearwater Outdoor 
Ms. Karen Clow 
Coffee Mill 
Cornerstone Shop & Gallery 
Country Club Estate Golf Course 
Covenant Harbor Bible Camp 
Crafty Kitchen LLC 
Crescent Moon Wellness Center 
Dancing Horses Theatre 
Daniels Foods 
Ms. Taylor Schwinn DeCarmine 
Delaney Street Mercantile 
Dented Gate Flower Farm 
Steve & Peggy Diamond 
Roy Diblik 
Duesterbeck's Brewing Company 
Dust Bunny Books 
East Troy Railroad Museum 
Edward Gilbertson 
Egg Harbor Cafe 
Carol Elkins 
Mr. & Mrs. John Engerman 
Fire2Fork 
Fontana Centennial 
Fontana Home  
Fontana Jeweler 
Fontana Paddle Company 
Fred Noer 
Thomas & Kristen Freytag 
Frontier Flowers Of Fontana 
Geneva Lake Jewelry and Gem Appraisers 
Geneva Lake Museum 
Geneva Lakes Family YMCA 
Tom Hartz 
Inger Gibson 
Barbara Glennon 
Grand Geneva Resort & Spa 
Green Grocer & Deli 
Harbor Shores On Lake Geneva 
Harness Chiropractic 
Harpoon Willie's 

Hawk's View Golf Club 
Pat Heintzelman 
Heyer True Value 
Gianna Hogan 
John Holland 
Hollie Bullen 
Home Depot 
Homestead Saunas 
Horticultural Hall 
House Of Bogini 
Jayne 
Jonathon's 
Karabella Salon Studio 
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Karow 
Kilwin's Chocolates And Ice Cream 
Kimkasi Pub 
Donalda Kohnke 
Lake Ease Home Watch LLC 
Lake Geneva Axe Throwing 
Lake Geneva Cannery 
Lake Geneva Cruise Line 
Lake Geneva Laundry Cleaners 
Lake Geneva School Of Cooking 
Lake Geneva Tennis 
Lake Lawn Resort 
Lakeside Sundry Company 
Larocque Farms 
Sharon Larson 
Lisa Lasch 
Love, Tito's 
Ryan Lovell 
Lowe's 
Laurin Mack 
Maxwell Mansion 
Melges Car Wash 
Midwest Action Cycle 
Midwest Prairies LLC 
Midwest Sous Chef 
Mr. & Mrs. Duschan Milojevic 
New Life Surface Restoration 
Niche Wine LLC 
Matilin Novak 
Katie Oglesby 
Owl Tavern 
Paisano's 
Paper Dolls Home Furnishings & Interior 
Design 
Eric Parmelee 
Pearce's Farm 
Pier 290 
Polyock Farms 
Potbelly Sandwich Shop 
Prairie Wind Restoration LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Rappaport 
Revive Creative LLC 
Richardson Adventure Farms 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Lynn Rowe 
Safari Lake Geneva 
Shadow Dog Pet Photography 
Staller Estate Winery 
Studio Winery 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sunta 
The Bottle Shop 
The Cheese Box 
The Design Coach 
The Jewelry Center 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Theys 
Timber Ridge  
Topsy Turvy Brewery 
Volo Museum 
Alex Voss 
Ashley Wood 
Tricia Warnsedt 
Frank Whiting 
Yerkes Observatory 
Youngquist Kennedy Orthodontics 
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Dr. and Mrs. Mark Braden 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Colman 
Mr. Chris Danou 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen C. Hermansen     
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Jordan 

Ms. Susan Kiner and Mr. Jack    
Modzelewski 
Mr. John Norfray 
Mr. James Kirchschlager 
Ms. Lisa Luedtke 
Mr. and Mrs. Duschan Milojevic 

Mr. and Mrs. Rex Newcomb 
Ms. Kathleen Renowden 
Ms. Sonette Tippens 
Dr. and Mrs. John Yancey 
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We greatly appreciate each gift given in support of the Geneva Lake Conservancy, and we have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this 
listing. Please notify Tai Thompson, Community Outreach and Fundraising Manager, of any inaccuracies or omission by contacting her at 

outreach@genevalakeconservancy.org or (262) 275-5700. We regret any errors. 

Memorial Donations 
Jennifer Diener 
    By Jean Jacobson 
John Farwell & Loelei 
    By Elisabeth Farwell 
Margaret & Paul Felix 
    By Mark & Lesley Felix 
Melita Grunow 
    By Bill & Jennifer Grunow 
James Hanny 
    By Timothy Ramsey 
Betty McNally Hartnett 
    By Jeffrey Diana Hartnett 
James Holden 
    By Frank & Charlotte Voris 
Linda Kirch 

    By Kirch Foundation 
Linda Kirkland 
    By Steven & Lynette Kueltzo 
          Ray & Mary Andersen 
Norma & Ed Koenig 
    By Nancy Koenig Davis 
Dr. Gerald E. Kuroghlian 
    By Ellen Kuroghlian 
Lynn Lottig 
    By Terry & Susan Schaid 
Alice Morava 
    By Catherine Morava 
Diane & Jenny Norfray 
    By John Norfray 
Zika Petersen 
    By Edward Petersen 

Ann Marie Pochowski 
    By Floyd Pochowski 
Patricia Potucek 
    By Ramond Potucek 
Linda Priebe 
    By William Priebe 
Thomas Puralewski 
    By Steven & Larissa Lyon 
Jack Rohner 
    By Charles & Janet Strimlan 
          Phyllis Kotel 
          Peter Franke 
          Denise Mikula 
          Eric Ringstad 
          Meredith Kober 
          Pamela Fisher 

          Adam Stephan 
          Judith Levin 
          Helen Tondu 
          Merle Holland 
          Jacquelin Franke 
         Romayne Amend 
John Roth 
    By Sally Roth 
Miles Stejskal 
    By Lynn Richards 
Davey Williams 
    By Sagui Foundation, Gary & Maureen 
Bev Zabler 
    By Joseph Karpfinger 
 

 
Tribute Donations 
Don Parker 
    By Geary Rimmer Vincent Wolf 
    Foundation 
Livingstons and Stoddards past &  
present 
    By Carla Olson 

Al & Dorothy Hermansen 
    By Kelly Sullivan 
Nicholas Veith 
    By Elliott Veith 
Holland Family 
    By Eliza & Matthew Holland 
Jane Rose 
    By Diane Hintzpeter 

Janet Happ 
    By John and Carole Sandner 
Kate Gardiner 
    By John Darrow 
Nancy Powers 
    By Lenore Cameron 
Karen Bettilyon 
    By Michael Bettilyon 

Apolonia & Valentina 
    By Xavier Keutgen 

 

Special recognition to Chuck and Barbara Taylor for their conservation easement donation in 2024. 
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TWO COUPLES HONORED FOR PROTECTING DISAPPEARING 

LANDSCAPES OF WALWORTH COUNTY 

    Two couples that have used conservation easements to protect some of the disappearing landscapes of 

Walworth County were honored at the Geneva Lake Conservancy’s 2024 Holly Ball Gala in December. 

Between these two couples, 432 acres with high conservation value are protected.  

 

    Chuck and Barbara Taylor were honored for 

protecting 330 acres of agricultural land in the Town 

of La Grange that has been in their family since the 

1800s. They were given the Conservation 

Stewardship Award. Agricultural land is 

disappearing at an alarming rate in Walworth 

County with almost 10 percent of family farms 

developed for other uses since 2017. 

 

     “Southeastern Wisconsin has some of the country’s 

prime farmland needed to feed the nation,” said Kiera 

Theys, the Conservancy’s Director of Land Protection. 

“When we lose this land to inappropriate 

development, the prime soils that are essential for 

growing crops are paved over and gone forever.” 

 

    The 330-acre farm protected by the Taylors 

through a conservation easement held by the Geneva Lake Conservancy ensures that the land is never 

subdivided and that it will be used for agriculture in perpetuity. 

 

    “We want to work with more farmers to help 

protect the scenic beauty and conservation values 

that farmland provides to Walworth County 

residents and visitors,” said Theys. “We will be 

expanding our farmland protection program 

beginning in 2025.” 

 

     To date, the Conservancy has protected more 

than 1,300 acres of farmland in Walworth County 

preventing it from being subdivided and ensuring 

that it continues to be farmed forever.  

 

    Charles and Jill Haubrich were given the 

Honorary Land Steward Award. The Haubrich 

family owns another land type that is 

disappearing in Southeastern Wisconsin – oak 

woodlands and oak savannas. Less than 20 

percent of the oaks that once dominated the landscape in parts of Southeast Wisconsin remain, 

according to a study completed by the Morton Arboretum/Chicago Wilderness project. “The Haubrichs 

have generously given their time, talents, and funds to help protect their oak woodlands, assist their 

neighbors and support the Conservancy’s efforts to preserve our oaks,” said Karen Yancey, Executive 

Director.  

  

    For more information on how you can protect your agricultural land and oak woodlands or savannas, 

contact the Geneva Lake Conservancy at 262-275-5700.  
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Karen Yancey, Executive Director (center), poses with Chuck 

and Barbara Taylor, winners of the Conservation Stewardship 

Award at the 2024 Holly Ball.  

Charles and Jill Haubrich win the Honorary Land Steward Award at 

the 2024 Holly Ball.  
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THE CONSERVANCY REMEMBERS JACK ROHNER 

    Jack Rohner passed away in December 2024 at his home in Sarasota, 

Florida. Mr. Rohner was raised in Chicago along with his wife, Helen, who 

had close ties to Geneva Lake, and their children and grandchildren. Rohner 

served in Army Air Corps during WWII and was a family man who loved to 

put a smile on other’s faces.  

    In 2017, Mr. Rohner donated money to purchase a 5-acre parcel of land in 

Williams Bay and funds to develop it into a children’s nature and fishing 

park. Helen Rohner Children’s Fishing Park honors his late wife, Helen, who 

loved children. The Park opened in June of 2018.  

    The goal of the park is to connect children with the wonders of nature. 

Today, because of Mr. Rohner’s vision, the Park hosts hundreds of children 

each summer for story times, fishing, and nature classes. There is a boardwalk for easy hiking for 

families and many more interactive activities for children. Mr. Rohner’s generosity has allowed the 

Conservancy to provide all activities at no cost to families.  

    The Rohner family asked that memorial gifts be sent to Geneva Lake Conservancy in honor of Jack 

Rohner.  
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THANK YOU TO FRED NOER, GLC’S PHOTOGRAPHER 

The Conservancy thanks Fred Noer, who has been photographing Conservancy events for many 

years. Noer has captured special moments of celebration at the Conservancy’s events like Holly Ball, 

landscapes that show the beauty of Walworth County, and the people that have come together in 

support of protecting our environment. He has also given his time to judge the Small Nature Photo 

Contest for 3 years. The Conservancy is grateful to have had such a talented photographer these past 

years.  
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HELP THE CONSERVANCY ‘KEEP IT BLUE’ IN 2025 

    As the weather warms up there is a chance that we could see 

higher phosphorus levels in our lakes. Due to snowmelt, leftover 

leaves in waterways, and the use of lawn chemicals such as 

fertilizer and herbicides, phosphorus can easily become a concern 

to lake-centered communities.  

    For all of these reasons and more, the Conservancy’s “Keep it 

Blue” program is a pledge signed by property owners to do their 

part in controlling phosphorus on their property. By taking the 

pledge, property owners agree to eliminate the use of fertilizer 

and pesticides, prevent leaves from entering waterways, plant 

native plants and trees to prevent soil erosion, keep soaps and 

other harmful chemical from entering waterways, and educate 

their neighbors and friends on the importance of changing their 

lawn care to protect lakes.   

    Over one hundred participants have pledged to keep our lakes healthy by signing the Keep it Blue 

pledge. One of those participants is Linda Franz, resident of Williams Bay. The Conservancy conducted 

an interview with Franz to share why she participated in this program.  

    Franz chose Williams Bay as her forever-town and moved from Palatine in 2006. She retired on a 

Friday and moved to Williams Bay on a Saturday. She picked the town, and her husband picked the 

house. 

    “I wanted a peaceful and scenic town. Thankfully, George (her husband) came with,” she joked. “I had 

come up here as a child on the weekends. I remember in the 1920s, my mom would come up here in a 

train. We would picnic on Bigfoot Beach and Geneva Lake.”  

    Beside the lake, Franz chuckles and mentioned that her favorite part about Williams Bay was that it 

does not have a stoplight. Nineteen years later, she has no regrets on her sentimental move.  

    When asked how the importance of the lake resonates with her, she answered: “I think of it as a 

friend, as a living thing. I just want to be near it. I like it in the winter when ice forms on it, making it 

sound like it’s groaning.” She continues, saying she “wishes that there were less chemicals put on lawns 

so the lake could be healthier.”  

    “I worry for all the little animals that live in our yards with these chemicals like bunnies, racoons, 

and the insects. I feel so strongly about the environment. We were called upon to take care of this earth, 

not just use it up,” she said. 

    “Signing the “Keep it Blue” pledge means a lot to me. It reinforces my belief that this is a privilege; we 

have to take care of the water. The pledge is a promise to the lake that we will do just that.” 

    Phosphorus, an element that is naturally found in minerals and is essential to all forms of living 

things, can become dangerous in higher levels near and in bodies of water. According to a water quality 

report conducted by the WDNR, phosphorus is the highest-ranking pollutant of Wisconsin lakes at 43%, 

with invasive aquatic plants coming in at 19%, and PFOS (perfluorooctane sulfonic acid) at 11%. 

Excessive levels of phosphorus can cause rapid algae formation and depleted oxygen levels, overall 

lowering the water quality and potentially leading to algal blooms.  
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Linda Franz, resident of Williams Bay, poses 

with the Keep it Blue sign in her yard.  
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Our mission is to protect and restore the lands and waterways of 

Walworth County and beyond. 
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